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Appendix A  
 
Table 4 is discussed in chapter 19. Estimated numbers in this table are to 2 significant figures. * indicates 
a multi-species category. 
 

Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 
(t) (FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Anchoveta(=Peruvian anchovy) (Engraulis 
ringens) 8,736,862 10-29 300,000 870,000 

Japanese anchovy (Engraulis japonicus) 1,607,856 20-22 73,000 80,000 
Sandeels(=Sandlances) nei (Ammodytes 
spp)* 530,823 10 53,000 53,000 

European sprat (Sprattus sprattus) 652,621 17 39,000 39,000 
Black and Caspian Sea sprat (Clupeonella 
cultriventris) 92,852 3-4 22,000 30,000 

Capelin (Mallotus villosus) 1,034,615 17-50 21,000 61,000 

European anchovy (Engraulis encrasicolus) 598,248 8-38 16,000 74,000 

Araucanian herring (Strangomera bentincki) 427,893 27-34 13,000 16,000 

Stolephorus anchovies (Stolephorus spp)* 269,407 3-22 12,000 87,000 
European pilchard(=Sardine) (Sardina 
pilchardus) 1,049,680 69-127 8,300 15,000 
Southern African anchovy (Engraulis 
capensis) 235,294 8-38 6,200 29,000 
Blue whiting(=Poutassou) (Micromesistius 
poutassou) 1,864,858 135-340 5,500 14,000 

Pacific anchoveta (Cetengraulis mysticetus) 125,698 11-24 5,200 11,000 

Scads nei (Decapterus spp)* 1,100,340 63-231 4,800 17,000 

Pacific saury (Cololabis saira) 378,620 83 4,600 4,600 

Round sardinella (Sardinella aurita) 445,777 100 4,500 4,500 

Pacific sandlance (Ammodytes personatus) 176,519 46 3,900 3,900 

Sardinellas nei (Sardinella spp)* 821,669 7-224 3,700 120,000 

Atlantic herring (Clupea harengus) 2,165,610 100-600 3,600 22,000 
Japanese jack mackerel (Trachurus 
japonicus) 300,172 15-84 3,600 20,000 

Indian scad (Decapterus russelli) 174,162 50 3,500 3,500 

Goldstripe sardinella (Sardinella gibbosa) 169,019 10-55 3,100 18,000 
Alaska pollock(=Walleye poll.) (Theragra 
chalcogramma) 2,903,353 227-1,000 2,900 13,000 

Anchovies, etc. nei (Engraulidae)* 268,825 3-94 2,800 87,000 

California pilchard (Sardinops sagax) 516,144 120-183 2,800 4,300 

Indian oil sardine (Sardinella longiceps) 370,242 87-132 2,800 4,300 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 
(t) (FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Yellowstripe scad (Selaroides leptolepis) 176,757 64-66 2,700 2,800 

Bombay-duck (Harpadon nehereus) 181,818 5-69 2,600 38,000 

Norway pout (Trisopterus esmarkii) 70,670 20-28 2,500 3,500 

Chub mackerel (Scomber japonicus) 1,781,553 100-750 2,400 18,000 

Gulf menhaden (Brevoortia patronus) 513,153 234 2,200 2,200 

Elongate ilisha (Ilisha elongata) 87,018 31-42 2,100 2,800 

Largehead hairtail (Trichiurus lepturus) 1,298,327 32-713 1,800 41,000 

Chilean jack mackerel (Trachurus murphyi) 1,778,803 200-1,000 1,800 8,900 

Japanese pilchard (Sardinops sagax) 263,117 120-183 1,400 2,200 

Atlantic mackerel (Scomber scombrus) 650,054 389-454 1,400 1,700 
Atlantic horse mackerel (Trachurus 
trachurus) 228,074 160 1,400 1,400 

Southern African pilchard (Sardinops sagax) 243,062 120-183 1,300 2,000 

Rainbow sardine (Dussumieria acuta) 35,592 23-28 1,300 1,600 

Indian mackerel (Rastrelliger kanagurta) 226,216 54-193 1,200 4,200 

Kelee shad (Hilsa kelee) 87,178 40-73 1,200 2,200 
Whitehead's round herring (Etrumeus 
whiteheadi) 49,414 29-40 1,200 1,700 

Cape horse mackerel (Trachurus capensis) 361,017 291 1,200 1,200 

Bali sardinella (Sardinella lemuru) 120,128 49-112 1,100 2,400 

Californian anchovy (Engraulis mordax) 24,102 22 1,100 1,100 
Pacific thread herring (Opisthonema 
libertate) 111,174 33-110 1,000 3,400 

Argentine anchovy (Engraulis anchoita) 27,179 4-31 890 7,600 

Pacific herring (Clupea pallasii pallasii) 351,598 64-400 880 5,500 

Madeiran sardinella (Sardinella maderensis) 145,688 30-224 650 4,900 

Japanese scad (Decapterus maruadsi) 41,089 63 650 650 

Silver pomfrets nei (Pampus spp)* 320,531 455-500 640 700 

Red-eye round herring (Etrumeus teres) 39,976 63 640 640 

Argentine hake (Merluccius hubbsi) 375,198 400-600 630 940 

Bonga shad (Ethmalosa fimbriata) 181,398 143-292 620 1,300 

Atlantic menhaden (Brevoortia tyrannus) 211,127 162-349 600 1,300 

Bigeye grunt (Brachydeuterus auritus) 26,586 10-45 590 2,600 

South American pilchard (Sardinops sagax) 108,655 120-183 590 910 

Bigeye scad (Selar crumenophthalmus) 133,386 230 580 580 

Yellow croaker (Larimichthys polyactis) 272,569 229-499 550 1,200 

Falkland sprat (Sprattus fuegensis) 10,043 16-19 520 630 

Brazilian sardinella (Sardinella janeiro) 37,329 72 520 520 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 
(t) (FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Pacific menhaden (Ethmidium maculatum) 23,980 39-53 450 610 

Beaked redfish (Sebastes mentella) 76,115 195 390 390 

Yellowfin sole (Limanda aspera) 73,558 200 370 370 

Goatfishes (Upeneus spp)* 66,693 7-189 350 9,500 
Jack and horse mackerels nei (Trachurus 
spp)* 340,018 11-1,000 340 30,000 
Southern blue whiting (Micromesistius 
australis) 135,050 400 340 340 

Whiting (Merlangius merlangus) 54,774 122-165 330 450 

North Pacific hake (Merluccius productus) 278,506 500-1,035 270 560 

Bogue (Boops boops) 30,319 58-112 270 520 
Frigate and bullet tunas (Auxis thazard, A. 
rochei)* 255,070 237-1,034 250 1,100 

Polar cod (Boreogadus saida) 27,374 83-112 250 330 

Brazilian flathead (Percophis brasiliensis) 7,953 4-33 240 1,900 

Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua) 898,998 800-4,000 220 1,100 

Skipjack tuna (Katsuwonus pelamis) 2,161,174 2,000-10,000 220 1,100 
Atlantic thread herring (Opisthonema 
oglinum) 18,992 65-91 210 290 

Bigeyes nei (Priacanthus spp)* 121,170 50-618 200 2,400 

Klunzinger's mullet (Liza klunzingeri) 5,429 20-28 200 270 

Japanese sardinella (Sardinella zunasi) 1,998 10 190 190 

Hilsa shad (Tenualosa ilisha) 246,823 1,400 180 180 

Snakeskin gourami (Trichogaster pectoralis) 26,137 154 170 170 

Haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus) 282,227 900-1,800 160 310 
Pink(=Humpback)salmon (Oncorhynchus 
gorbuscha) 357,492 1,364-2,273 160 260 
Okhotsk atka mackerel (Pleurogrammus 
azonus) 208,605 1,295 160 160 
Cape hakes (Merluccius 
capensis,M.paradox.)* 305,500 465-2,030 150 660 

Cunene horse mackerel (Trachurus trecae) 66,436 21-498 130 3,200 
Silver-stripe round herring (Spratelloides 
gracilis) 503 3-4 130 160 

Blue grenadier (Macruronus novaezelandiae) 198,697 1,500 130 130 

Mullets nei (Mugilidae)* 244,721 20-2,000 120 12,000 
Patagonian grenadier (Macruronus 
magellanicus) 252,763 993-2,103 120 250 

Nile tilapia (Oreochromis niloticus niloticus) 234,894 2,000 120 120 

Atlantic bumper (Chloroscombrus chrysurus) 16,007 21-140 110 760 

Butterfishes, pomfrets nei (Stromateidae)* 56,937 80-500 110 710 

Big-scale sand smelt (Atherina boyeri) 963 3-9 110 290 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 
(t) (FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Black pomfret (Parastromateus niger) 64,381 583 110 110 

Torpedo scad (Megalaspis cordyla) 86,578 931 93 93 

Atlantic silverside (Menidia menidia) 424 5 92 92 

Common dab (Limanda limanda) 16,287 166-178 91 98 

Flathead grey mullet (Mugil cephalus) 122,175 909-1,364 90 130 

Saithe(=Pollock) (Pollachius virens) 396,027 2,200-4,500 88 180 

European plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) 94,826 1,100 86 86 

Silver pomfret (Pampus argenteus) 42,526 455-500 85 93 

Goatfishes, red mullets nei (Mullidae)* 25,723 7-313 82 3,700 

Atlantic redfishes nei (Sebastes spp)* 104,973 109-1,284 82 960 
Chacunda gizzard shad (Anodontostoma 
chacunda) 6,440 78-79 82 82 

Nile perch (Lates niloticus) 318,445 2,000-4,000 80 160 

Cabinza grunt (Isacia conceptionis) 4,396 40-55 80 110 

Whitemouth croaker (Micropogonias furnieri) 80,366 638-1,023 79 130 

Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus) 354,889 2,273-4,545 78 160 

Bobo croaker (Pseudotolithus elongatus) 16,150 216 75 75 

Wolf-herrings nei (Chirocentrus spp)* 54,007 90-757 71 600 

Arrow-tooth flounder (Atheresthes stomias) 18,062 131-260 69 140 
Atka mackerel (Pleurogrammus 
monopterygius) 51,226 697-748 68 73 

Yellowfin tuna (Thunnus albacares) 1,257,110 5,000-20,000 63 250 
Indo-Pacific king mackerel (Scomberomorus 
guttatus) 43,983 730 60 60 

Surmullet (Mullus surmuletus) 15,153 81-260 58 190 
So-iny (redlip) mullet (Chelon 
haematocheilus) 70,635 1,238 57 57 
Roundnose grenadier (Coryphaenoides 
rupestris) 27,617 372-507 54 74 

South Pacific hake (Merluccius gayi gayi) 134,328 886-2,699 50 150 

European flounder (Platichthys flesus) 18,006 239-367 49 75 

Kawakawa (Euthynnus affinis) 233,558 5,000 47 47 

Brazilian codling (Urophycis brasiliensis) 5,604 118-121 46 47 

Scaled sardines (Harengula spp)* 1,404 19-32 44 74 

Common sole (Solea solea) 41,471 23-971 43 1,800 

Whitefin wolf-herring (Chirocentrus nudus) 5,136 90-123 42 57 

European hake (Merluccius merluccius) 72,895 1,800 40 40 

Frigate tuna (Auxis thazard thazard) 39,814 237-1,034 39 170 
Chum(=Keta=Dog)salmon (Oncorhynchus 
keta) 316,054 3,182-8,182 39 99 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Crucian carp (Carassius carassius) 5,648 150 38 38 
Mediterranean horse mackerel (Trachurus 
mediterraneus) 19,823 11-600 33 1,800 
Narrow-barred Spanish mackerel 
(Scomberomorus commerson) 197,585 5,750-5,900 33 34 

Tadpole codling (Salilota australis) 10,247 210-329 31 49 

Argentines (Argentina spp)* 31,780 56-1,079 29 560 

Atlantic saury (Scomberesox saurus saurus) 3,158 80-110 29 39

Bleak (Alburnus alburnus) 800 23-28 29 35 

Roach (Rutilus rutilus) 7,044 69-255 28 100 

Yellowtail flounder (Limanda ferruginea) 16,521 500-600 28 33 

Blue tilapia (Oreochromis aureus) 2,568 95 27 27 

Sockeye(=Red)salmon (Oncorhynchus nerka) 131,284 2,300-5,000 26 57 
Daggertooth pike conger (Muraenesox 
cinereus) 263,236 10,689 25 25 

Black scabbardfish (Aphanopus carbo) 11,901 499 24 24 
Japanese Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus 
niphonius) 49,813 1,562-2,130 23 32 

Alewife (Alosa pseudoharengus) 6,372 227-273 23 28 

Argentine (Argentina sphyraena) 1,505 56-64 23 27 

Bigeye tuna (Thunnus obesus) 439,009 15,000-20,000 22 29 

Large yellow croaker (Larimichthys crocea) 73,610 451-3,490 21 160 

Indian halibut (Psettodes erumei) 19,801 941 21 21 

So-iuy mullet (Mugil soiuy) 4,947 67-247 20 74 

Argentine croaker (Umbrina canosai) 14,510 394-739 20 37 
Blackbelly rosefish (Helicolenus dactylopterus 
dactylopterus) 5,782 218-284 20 27 

European perch (Perca fluviatilis) 23,493 1,200 20 20 
Mozambique tilapia (Oreochromis 
mossambicus) 19,884 1,000 20 20 

Pacific ocean perch (Sebastes alutus) 28,472 1,400 20 20 

Dorab wolf-herring (Chirocentrus dorab) 14,605 717-757 19 20 

Snoek (Thyrsites atun) 43,106 2,289 19 19 
Japanese threadfin bream (Nemipterus 
japonicus) 5,500 42-309 18 130 

Orange roughy (Hoplostethus atlanticus) 26,490 1,500 18 18 

Rainbow smelt (Osmerus mordax mordax) 1,562 85 18 18 

Witch flounder (Glyptocephalus cynoglossus) 16,946 300-1,000 17 56 

Ballyhoo halfbeak (Hemiramphus brasiliensis) 2,125 134 16 16 

Greenback horse mackerel (Trachurus declivis) 13,401 850 16 16 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Surmullets(=Red mullets) nei (Mullus spp)* 14,963 81-1,000 15 190 

Silver hake (Merluccius bilinearis) 23,169 1,298-1,524 15 18 

Golden threadfin bream (Nemipterus virgatus) 3,569 208-231 15 17

Pike-perch (Sander lucioperca) 16,989 146-1,200 14 120 

Lemon sole (Microstomus kitt) 12,639 649-885 14 19 

Freshwater bream (Abramis brama) 49,501 3,600 14 14 
Cape bonnetmouth (Emmelichthys nitidus 
nitidus) 4,168 66-324 13 63 

Atlantic croaker (Micropogonias undulatus) 11,442 227-909 13 50 

Brazilian menhaden (Brevoortia aurea) 1,222 67-91 13 18 

African sicklefish (Drepane africana) 2,873 165-225 13 17 

Boe drum (Pteroscion peli) 1,522 98-114 13 16 

Blue mackerel (Scomber australasicus) 13,012 1,000 13 13 

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix) 26,158 1,943 13 13 

Red porgy (Pagrus pagrus) 8,366 660 13 13 

Red bigeye (Priacanthus macracanthus) 2,456 50-200 12 49 

Albacore (Thunnus alalunga) 233,056 4,540-21,364 11 51 

Atlantic anchoveta (Cetengraulis edentulus) 278 16-25 11 18 

Longtail tuna (Thunnus tonggol) 208,271 15,000-20,000 10 14 

Atlantic moonfish (Selene setapinnis) 3,440 333 10 10 

Bastard halibuts nei (Paralichthys spp)* 7,173 368-754 9.5 19 

Barracudas nei (Sphyraena spp)* 85,722 187-9,072 9.4 460 

Grey gurnard (Eutrigla gurnardus) 5,416 538-574 9.4 10 

American yellow perch (Perca flavescens) 4,071 114-454 9.0 36 

Atlantic pomfret (Brama brama) 10,910 737-1,260 8.7 15 

Bagrid catfish (Chrysichthys nigrodigitatus) 11,272 951-1,296 8.7 12 

Red mullet (Mullus barbatus barbatus) 8,603 500-1,000 8.6 17 

Bigeye croaker (Pennahia anea) 1,480 172 8.6 8.6 

Atlantic searobins (Prionotus spp)* 4,456 121-527 8.5 37 

Greater weever (Trachinus draco) 854 78-110 7.7 11 

Tigertooth croaker (Otolithes ruber) 6,788 953 7.1 7.1 

Atlantic bonito (Sarda sarda) 34,255 1,818-5,000 6.9 19 

John dory (Zeus faber) 9,717 1,400 6.9 6.9 

Japanese eel (Anguilla japonica) 584 86 6.8 6.8 

Bluefin gurnard (Chelidonichthys kumu) 3,986 603 6.6 6.6 

Black seabream (Spondyliosoma cantharus) 6,424 1,000 6.4 6.4 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Burbot (Lota lota) 3,167 497 6.4 6.4 

Goldfish (Carassius auratus auratus) 3,580 7-567 6.3 500 

Bastard grunt (Pomadasys incisus) 2,417 27-419 5.8 89

Australian pilchard (Sardinops sagax) 1,059 120-183 5.8 8.8 

Lebranche mullet (Mugil liza) 3,109 550 5.7 5.7 

Sablefish (Anoplopoma fimbria) 25,657 4,536 5.7 5.7 

Tub gurnard (Chelidonichthys lucernus) 2,585 220-464 5.6 12 

Northern pike (Esox lucius) 24,541 4,500 5.5 5.5

Silver scabbardfish (Lepidopus caudatus) 12,490 1,000-2,300 5.4 12 
Amer. plaice(=Long rough dab) 
(Hippoglossoides platessoides) 13,127 909-2,500 5.3 14 

Barramundi(=Giant seaperch) (Lates calcarifer) 73,485 1,500-14,000 5.2 49 

Picked dogfish (Squalus acanthias) 23,160 3,000-4,500 5.1 7.7 

Atlantic wolffish (Anarhichas lupus) 33,220 6,804 4.9 4.9 

Common carp (Cyprinus carpio carpio) 71,339 2,000-15,000 4.8 36 

Garfish (Belone belone) 2,335 20-500 4.7 120 

African moonfish (Selene dorsalis) 2,328 142-494 4.7 16 

North African catfish (Clarias gariepinus) 39,147 5,411-8,249 4.7 7.2 

Pacific sierra (Scomberomorus sierra) 8,581 1,814 4.7 4.7 
Winter flounder (Pseudopleuronectes 
americanus) 6,602 1,400 4.7 4.7 

Walleye (Sander vitreus) 8,264 907-1,814 4.6 9.1 
Greenland halibut (Reinhardtius 
hippoglossoides) 111,415 2,273-25,000 4.5 49 

Angolan dentex (Dentex angolensis) 1,697 101-386 4.4 17 

Blackmouth croaker (Atrobucca nibe) 412 93 4.4 4.4 

Cassava croaker (Pseudotolithus senegalensis) 4,407 1,000 4.4 4.4 

Scup (Stenotomus chrysops) 3,280 750 4.4 4.4 

Blackbanded trevally (Seriolina nigrofasciata) 5,941 1,500 4.0 4.0 

Benguela hake (Merluccius polli) 1,758 55-467 3.8 32 

Rough scad (Trachurus lathami) 960 251 3.8 3.8 

Amberjacks nei (Seriola spp)* 100,700 1,057-27,300 3.7 95 

Bonytongues nei (Heterotis spp)* 11,054 2,244-3,060 3.6 4.9 
Serra Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus 
brasiliensis) 6,831 1,476-2,013 3.4 4.6 

American angler (Lophius americanus) 22,812 3,182-6,818 3.3 7.2 

Patagonian toothfish (Dissostichus eleginoides) 32,503 9,000-10,000 3.3 3.6 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Black cusk-eel (Genypterus maculatus) 1,729 523 3.3 3.3 

Tusk(=Cusk) (Brosme brosme) 26,487 8,000 3.3 3.3 
American gizzard shad (Dorosoma 
cepedianum) 1,683 18-520 3.2 93 

Yellowtail snapper (Ocyurus chrysurus) 6,487 750-2,000 3.2 8.6 

Coho(=Silver)salmon (Oncorhynchus kisutch) 18,889 6,000 3.1 3.1 

Milkfish (Chanos chanos) 1,857 600 3.1 3.1 

Bartail flathead (Platycephalus indicus) 2,894 166-969 3.0 17 

Summer flounder (Paralichthys dentatus) 6,887 907-2,268 3.0 7.6 
Atlantic Spanish mackerel (Scomberomorus 
maculatus) 7,972 907-2,722 2.9 8.8 

Red codling (Pseudophycis bachus) 7,174 1,500-2,500 2.9 4.8 

Axillary seabream (Pagellus acarne) 1,273 13-447 2.8 95

Alfonsinos nei (Beryx spp)* 8,933 596-3,239 2.8 15 

African lungfishes (Protopterus spp)* 13,692 217-5,100 2.7 63 

Greater Argentine (Argentina silus) 2,893 300-1,079 2.7 9.6 
Little tunny(=Atl.black skipj) (Euthynnus 
alletteratus) 14,774 3,723-5,548 2.7 4.0 

False scad (Caranx rhonchus) 2,387 34-933 2.6 69 

Crevalle jack (Caranx hippos) 5,952 1,361-2,268 2.6 4.4 

Redfish (Centroberyx affinis) 1,477 160-600 2.5 9.2 

Blue runner (Caranx crysos) 2,863 1,164 2.5 2.5 

Pink cusk-eel (Genypterus blacodes) 48,684 50,00-20,000 2.4 9.7 

White hake (Urophycis tenuis) 8,620 2,361-3,656 2.4 3.7 

Pacific halibut (Hippoglossus stenolepis) 41,587 13,640-18,180 2.3 3.0 
Blackspot(=red) seabream (Pagellus 
bogaraveo) 1,790 658-772 2.3 2.7 

Northern red snapper (Lutjanus campechanus) 4,503 2,000 2.3 2.3 

Kingklip (Genypterus capensis) 9,965 3,300-4,500 2.2 3.0 

Australian salmon (Arripis trutta) 7,347 200-3,500 2.1 37 

Blotched picarel (Spicara maena) 635 19-298 2.1 34 

Lumpfish(=Lumpsucker) (Cyclopterus lumpus) 14,979 2,000-7,000 2.1 7.5 

Giant catfish (Netuma thalassina) 585 220-300 2.0 2.7 

Common warehou (Seriolella brama) 4,373 2,200 2.0 2.0 

European eel (Anguilla anguilla) 6,603 3,500 1.9 1.9 

Swordfish (Xiphias gladius) 107,980 31,000-60,000 1.8 3.5 

River lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) 144 48-81 1.8 3.0 

Blue shark (Prionace glauca) 30,300 14,412-16,562 1.8 2.1 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Common dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus) 49,628 28,000 1.8 1.8 

Gulf kingcroaker (Menticirrhus littoralis) 807 454 1.8 1.8 

Red hake (Urophycis chuss) 2,652 1,500 1.8 1.8

Argentine goatfish (Mullus argentinae) 256 110-149 1.7 2.3 

Giant stargazer (Kathetostoma giganteum) 3,458 2,000 1.7 1.7 

Spotted weakfish (Cynoscion nebulosus) 3,403 2,000 1.7 1.7 

Aba (Gymnarchus niloticus) 8,844 4,070-5,550 1.6 2.2 

Rainbow runner (Elagatis bipinnulata) 15,983 10,000 1.6 1.6

Great barracuda (Sphyraena barracuda) 14,018 907-9,072 1.5 15. 

Cape gurnard (Chelidonichthys capensis) 650 436 1.5 1.5 

Rex sole (Glyptocephalus zachirus) 2,203 1,500 1.5 1.5 

Blue ling (Molva dypterygia) 12,224 6,600-9,000 1.4 1.9 

Bastard halibut (Paralichthys olivaceus) 8,896 6,042-6,298 1.4 1.5
Chinook(=Spring=King)salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha) 11,529 8,341 1.4 1.4 

Indo-Pacific tarpon (Megalops cyprinoides) 1,512 1,062-1,065 1.4 1.4 

Gilthead seabream (Sparus aurata) 8,068 590-6,254 1.3 14 

Barred grunt (Conodon nobilis) 180 141 1.3 1.3 

King mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalla) 12,721 10,000 1.3 1.3 
Lake(=Common)whitefish (Coregonus 
clupeaformis) 12,612 10,000 1.3 1.3 
Squeteague(=Gray weakfish) (Cynoscion 
regalis) 1,456 1,134 1.3 1.3 

Tuna-like fishes nei (Scombroidei)* 208,362 54-180,000 1.2 3,900 

Bearded brotula (Brotula barbata) 1,616 909-1,364 1.2 1.8 

Bobo mullet (Joturus pichardi) 296 247 1.2 1.2 

Brushtooth lizardfish (Saurida undosquamis) 384 21-361 1.1 18 

European conger (Conger conger) 15,622 1,718-14,854 1.1 9.1 

Shallow-water Cape hake (Merluccius capensis) 2,260 490-2,030 1.1 4.6 

Bluespot mullet (Valamugil seheli) 2,175 500-2,000 1.1 4.4 
Bluestripe herring (Herklotsichthys 
quadrimaculatus) 27 13-25 1.1 2.2 
Canary drum (=Baardman) (Umbrina 
canariensis) 2,550 2,400 1.1 1.1 
Eastern Pacific bonito (Sarda chiliensis 
chiliensis) 4,538 4,000 1.1 1.1 

European seabass (Dicentrarchus labrax) 10,225 300-10,000 1.0 34 

Angler(=Monk) (Lophius piscatorius) 28,964 30,000 0.97 0.97 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Baird's slickhead (Alepocephalus bairdii) 2,254 33-2,431 0.93 69. 

Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) 3,917 4,500 0.87 0.87 

Batfishes (Platax spp)* 2,919 775-3,521 0.83 3.8
Atlantic sabretooth anchovy (Lycengraulis 
grossidens) 50 19-61 0.82 2.6 

Silver carp (Hypophthalmichthys molitrix) 10,523 12,794 0.82 0.82 
West African Spanish mackerel 
(Scomberomorus tritor) 1,405 1,711 0.82 0.82

Brill (Scophthalmus rhombus) 2,800 3,475 0.81 0.81 
Argentinian sandperch (Pseudopercis 
semifasciata) 2,414 2,200-3,000 0.80 1.1 
Masu(=Cherry) salmon (Oncorhynchus masou 
masou) 1,570 2,000 0.79 0.79

Tench (Tinca tinca) 3,087 3,900 0.79 0.79 

Lake cisco (Coregonus artedi) 646 832 0.78 0.78 

Pacific jack mackerel (Trachurus symmetricus) 1,435 190-1,866 0.77 7.5 

Indo-Pacific sailfish (Istiophorus platypterus) 20,954 13,640-27,270 0.77 1.5 
Blackhead seabream (Acanthopagrus schlegelii 
schlegelii) 730 704-960 0.76 1.0 

Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) 3,744 500-5,000 0.75 7.5 

Widow rockfish (Sebastes entomelas) 1,287 300-1,814 0.71 4.3 

Blackmouth catshark (Galeus melastomus) 197 65-280 0.71 3.0 

Petrale sole (Eopsetta jordani) 2,055 1,040-3,000 0.69 2.0 

American eel (Anguilla rostrata) 935 1,364 0.69 0.69 

Black cardinal fish (Epigonus telescopus) 2,723 900-4,138 0.66 3.0 
Grass carp(=White amur) (Ctenopharyngodon 
idella) 23,689 29,540-36,360 0.65 0.80 

Turbot (Psetta maxima) 7,165 2,065-11,225 0.64 3.5 

Sea trout (Salmo trutta trutta) 3,855 6,000 0.64 0.64 

Red grouper (Epinephelus morio) 1,395 1,364-2,273 0.61 1.0 

Common dentex (Dentex dentex) 1,387 1,260-2,350 0.59 1.1 

Black seabass (Centropristis striata) 1,605 227-2,750 0.58 7.1 

Chilipepper rockfish (Sebastes goodei) 264 339-462 0.57 0.78 

Blue antimora (Antimora rostrata) 62 87-116 0.54 0.72 

Southern bluefin tuna (Thunnus maccoyii) 15,054 7,000-28,333 0.53 2.2 

Cachama (Colossoma macropomum) 4,552 8,836 0.52 0.52 

Cobia (Rachycentron canadum) 9,128 6,364-18,182 0.50 1.4 

Freshwater drum (Aplodinotus grunniens) 496 1,000 0.50 0.50 

Bluenose warehou (Hyperoglyphe antarctica) 2,882 6,000 0.48 0.48 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Bighead carp (Hypophthalmichthys nobilis) 1,506 3,306 0.46 0.46 

Ladyfish (Elops saurus) 915 2,000 0.46 0.46 

Sheepshead (Archosargus probatocephalus) 1,024 2,268 0.45 0.45

Argentine angelshark (Squatina argentina) 3,980 9,017 0.44 0.44 

Asp (Aspius aspius) 1,151 2,720 0.42 0.42 

American shad (Alosa sapidissima) 890 907-2,272 0.39 0.98 

White grouper (Epinephelus aeneus) 943 2,419 0.39 0.39 

Blackfin tuna (Thunnus atlanticus) 2,626 3,182-7,000 0.38 0.83

Argentine conger (Conger orbignianus) 213 428-583 0.37 0.50 

Thornback ray (Raja clavata) 1,536 4,536 0.34 0.34

Cape elephantfish (Callorhinchus capensis) 527 1,155-1,575 0.33 0.46 

Anglerfishes nei (Lophiidae)* 9,346 413-30,000 0.31 23

Grayling (Thymallus thymallus) 246 300-800 0.31 0.82 

Hapuku wreckfish (Polyprion oxygeneios) 1,654 6,000 0.28 0.28

Malabar blood snapper (Lutjanus malabaricus) 453 1,633 0.28 0.28 

Antarctic rockcods, noties nei (Nototheniidae)* 2,742 21-10,000 0.27 130

Boarfishes nei (Caproidae)* 31 35-116 0.27 0.88 

Stargazer (Uranoscopus scaber) 122 111-460 0.26 1.1

Blue catfish (Ictalurus furcatus) 717 3,000 0.24 0.24 
Slender rainbow sardine (Dussumieria 
elopsoides) 14 5-62 0.23 2.9 

Buffalofishes nei (Ictiobus spp)* 1,560 908-6,810 0.23 1.7 

Lingcod (Ophiodon elongatus) 2,941 9,072-13,608 0.22 0.32 

Boxfishes nei (Ostraciidae)* 133 93-637 0.21 1.4 

Atlantic halibut (Hippoglossus hippoglossus) 4,325 21,000 0.21 0.21 

Argentine menhaden (Brevoortia pectinata) 72 162-349 0.20 0.44 
Atlantic goldeneye tilefish (Caulolatilus 
chrysops) 190 951 0.20 0.20 

Black drum (Pogonias cromis) 2,759 13,636 0.20 0.20 

Striped bass (Morone saxatilis) 3,093 6,820-15,900 0.19 0.45 

Tope shark (Galeorhinus galeus) 4,812 25,000 0.19 0.19 

Black catfishes nei (Chrysichthys spp)* 7,337 3-40,500 0.18 2,400 
Great Northern tilefish (Lopholatilus 
chamaeleonticeps) 877 2,000-5,000 0.18 0.44 

Blue marlin (Makaira nigricans) 33,134 180,000 0.18 0.18 

Law croaker (Pseudotolithus senegallus) 1,077 6,080 0.18 0.18 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-
2007 (t) 
(FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Alexandria pompano (Alectis alexandrinus) 488 2,851 0.17 0.17 

Striped bonito (Sarda orientalis) 509 3,000 0.17 0.17 

Bonefish (Albula vulpes) 517 3,333 0.16 0.16

Atlantic emperor (Lethrinus atlanticus) 78 509-511 0.15 0.15 

Atlantic bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) 35,935 262,000 0.14 0.14 

Channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus) 250 2,000 0.13 0.13 

Atlantic tomcod (Microgadus tomcod) 32 108-258 0.12 0.30 

Atlantic sailfish (Istiophorus albicans) 2,753 18,140-27,220 0.10 0.15

Two-spot red snapper (Lutjanus bohar) 282 2,759-2,795 0.10 0.10 

Pacific bluefin tuna (Thunnus orientalis) 9,786 38,000-99,300 0.099 0.26 

Greater amberjack (Seriola dumerili) 2,451 8,182-27,300 0.090 0.30 

Antarctic toothfish (Dissostichus mawsoni) 2,312 28,000 0.083 0.083 

Nassau grouper (Epinephelus striatus) 358 4,540 0.079 0.079

Wahoo (Acanthocybium solandri) 3,017 4,536-38,636 0.078 0.67 

Black skipjack (Euthynnus lineatus) 550 695-7,165 0.077 0.79 

Blueback shad (Alosa aestivalis) 5 44-60 0.076 0.10 

Splendid alfonsino (Beryx splendens) 247 3,102-3,239 0.076 0.080 

Antarctic silverfish (Pleuragramma antarcticum) 2 21 0.074 0.074

Black rockfish (Sebastes melanops) 103 1,056-1,440 0.071 0.097 

Striped marlin (Tetrapturus audax) 7,845 56,750-113,500 0.069 0.14 

Black marlin (Makaira indica) 5,861 85,000-90,000 0.065 0.069 

Brown bullhead (Ameiurus nebulosus) 10 35-168 0.060 0.28 

Dusky grouper (Epinephelus marginatus) 2,583 44,079 0.059 0.059

Broad-striped anchovy (Anchoa hepsetus) 1 16 0.056 0.056 

Canary rockfish (Sebastes pinniger) 111 2,000 0.056 0.056 

Brazilian groupers nei (Mycteroperca spp)* 1,433 660-26,000 0.055 2.20 

Mountain mullet (Agonostomus monticola) 7 128 0.054 0.054 

Yellowtail amberjack (Seriola lalandi) 790 4,397-15,000 0.053 0.18 

Dusky smooth-hound (Mustelus canis) 332 6,752 0.049 0.049 

Birdbeak dogfish (Deania calcea) 202 1,242-4,253 0.047 0.16 

Wels(=Som)catfish (Silurus glanis) 9,153 100,000-200,000 0.046 0.092 

Geelbek croaker (Atractoscion aequidens) 483 11,000 0.044 0.044 

Wreckfish (Polyprion americanus) 923 22,600 0.041 0.041 

California flounder (Paralichthys californicus) 399 7,260-9,900 0.040 0.055 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 
(t) (FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Shortfin mako (Isurus oxyrinchus) 4,694 60,000-135,000 0.035 0.078 

Barbel (Barbus barbus) 124 1,800-3,636 0.034 0.069 

Black dogfish (Centroscyllium fabricii) 78 1,085-2,328 0.033 0.072 

Dogtooth tuna (Gymnosarda unicolor) 653 15,000-20,000 0.033 0.044 

Black goby (Gobius niger) 2 63 0.032 0.032 

Arctic char (Salvelinus alpinus alpinus) 135 454-4,545 0.030 0.30 

Angelsharks, sand devils nei (Squatinidae)* 532 1,684-19,794 0.027 0.32 

Atlantic white marlin (Tetrapturus albidus) 731 27,215 0.027 0.027 

Barbus cyclolepis (Barbus cyclolepis) 2 44-94 0.026 0.056 

Blonde ray (Raja brachyura) 104 3,146-4,290 0.024 0.033 

Tarpon (Megalops atlanticus) 952 40,000 0.024 0.024 

Brown meagre (Sciaena umbra) 40 524-1,790 0.022 0.076 

Cabezon (Scorpaenichthys marmoratus) 93 3,080-4,200 0.022 0.030 

Leaping mullet (Liza saliens) 8 128-402 0.020 0.063 

Blacktip shark (Carcharhinus limbatus) 294 18,000 0.016 0.016 

Starry sturgeon (Acipenser stellatus) 147 8,953 0.016 0.016 

Blacktip grouper (Epinephelus fasciatus) 3 138-167 0.015 0.019 

Opah (Lampris guttatus) 706 50,000 0.014 0.014 

Blue skate (Dipturus batis) 596 5,232-44,213 0.013 0.11 

Cero (Scomberomorus regalis) 67 5,000 0.013 0.013 

Antarctic starry skate (Amblyraja georgiana) 20 1,201-1,731 0.012 0.017 

Bocaccio rockfish (Sebastes paucispinis) 34 2,119-2,889 0.012 0.016 

Allis shad (Alosa alosa) 30 2,700 0.011 0.011 

Porbeagle (Lamna nasus) 1,542 135,000 0.011 0.011 
California sheephead (Semicossyphus 
pulcher) 50 3,520-4,800 0.010 0.014 
Yellowedge grouper (Epinephelus 
flavolimbatus) 40 2,270-4,540 0.0088 0.018 

Biglip grunt (Plectorhinchus macrolepis) 4 472 0.0087 0.0087

White sturgeon (Acipenser transmontanus) 157 9,072-18,144 0.0086 0.017 

Bar jack (Carangoides ruber) 7 454-909 0.0082 0.016 

Smooth-hound (Mustelus mustelus) 135 4,508-19,539 0.0069 0.030 

Bullet tuna (Auxis rochei rochei) 6 861-890 0.0062 0.0065 

American conger (Conger oceanicus) 44 4,545-9,090 0.0049 0.0098 

Thresher (Alopias vulpinus) 473 113,500 0.0042 0.0042 
Bigspined boarfish (Pentaceros 
decacanthus) 4 500-1,000 0.0041 0.0082 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 
(t) (FAO, 
2009a) 

Estimated mean 
weight range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Blackbellied angler (Lophius budegassa) 9 1,631-2,120 0.0040 0.0052 

Bigeye grenadier (Macrourus holotrachys) 2 468 0.0040 0.0040 

Flat needlefish (Ablennes hians) 9 2,036-2,900 0.0033 0.0046 

Arapaima (Arapaima gigas) 239 73,100 0.0033 0.0033 

Scalloped hammerhead (Sphyrna lewini) 365 115,102 0.0032 0.0032 
Oceanic whitetip shark (Carcharhinus 
longimanus) 212 35,000-70,000 0.0030 0.0060 

Broomtail grouper (Mycteroperca xenarcha) 79 20,020-27,300 0.0029 0.0040 

Ballan wrasse (Labrus bergylta) 5 1,000-2,000 0.0024 0.0049

Red drum (Sciaenops ocellatus) 7 1,818-3,636 0.0020 0.0039 

Blackfin icefish (Chaenocephalus aceratus) 2 788-929 0.0018 0.0021 

Black carp (Mylopharyngodon piceus) 27 15,000 0.0018 0.0018 

Brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis) 8 500-5,000 0.0016 0.016 

Black driftfish (Hyperoglyphe bythites) 4 1,364-2,727 0.0016 0.0032

Angelshark (Squatina squatina) 22 14,000-18,000 0.0012 0.0016 

Snowy grouper (Epinephelus niveatus) 5 3,636-4,545 0.0012 0.0015 

Golden grey mullet (Liza aurata) 1 924 0.0012 0.0012 

Brown smooth-hound (Mustelus henlei) 3 471-2,685 0.0011 0.0064 

Nurse shark (Ginglymostoma cirratum) 159 90,000-150,000 0.0011 0.0018

Sickle pomfret (Taractichthys steindachneri) 9 7,128-8,036 0.0011 0.0012 

Gag (Mycteroperca microlepis) 9 909-9,091 0.0010 0.010 

Bigeye thresher (Alopias superciliosus) 160 160,000 0.0010 0.0010 

Beluga (Huso huso) 75 35,000-100,000 0.00075 0.0022 

Warsaw grouper (Epinephelus nigritus) 26 13,636-36,364 0.00072 0.0019 

Bathyraja rays nei (Bathyraja spp)* 2 277-3,180 0.00070 0.0080 

Sandbar shark (Carcharhinus plumbeus) 50 60,000-96,000 0.00052 0.00083 

Arctic skate (Amblyraja hyperborea) 1 1,201-1,731 0.00045 0.00065 

Giant guitarfish (Rhynchobatus djiddensis) 85 190,000 0.00045 0.00045 

Basketwork eel (Diastobranchus capensis) 1 2,250-3,068 0.00036 0.00049 
Broadnose sevengill shark (Notorynchus 
cepedianus) 4 22,613 0.00019 0.00019 

Yellowfin grouper (Mycteroperca venenosa) 1 6,810 0.00013 0.00013 

Black grouper (Mycteroperca bonaci) 3 26,000 0.00012 0.00012 

Basking shark (Cetorhinus maximus) 246 3,000,000 0.000082 0.000082 

King of herrings (Regalecus glesne) 6 59,840-81,600 0.000075 0.00010 

Tiger shark (Galeocerdo cuvier) 38 385,000-685,000 0.000055 0.000099 
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Table 4.  Numbers of fish caught estimated from FAO capture tonnages and estimated mean weights (cont.) 

Species (scientific name) 

Average 
annual 
capture  
1999-2007 (t)  
(FAO, 2009a) 

Estimated 
mean 
weight 
range (g) 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(lower) in 
millions 

Estimated 
number  
range  
(upper) in 
millions 

Bluntnose sixgill shark (Hexanchus griseus) 9 500,000 0.000018 0.000018 

Ocean sunfish (Mola mola) 11 1,000,000 0.000011 0.000011 

Great white shark (Carcharodon carcharias) 2 680,000 0.0000025 0.0000025 

Total for species with an estimated mean weight 53,025,428 680,000  2,000,000 

Total for species without an estimated mean weight 24,362,894 300,000  760,000 

Total fish capture 77,388,322 970,000 2,700,000 
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